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Grace Presbyterian Church       October 25, 2020 

Psalm 90, Galatians 2:16-21, Titus 1: 5-9   

"The Reformed Leader” 

Pastor Jonathan 

 

Teach us to number our days aright…that we may gain a heart of wisdom. 

Ps. 90:12 

 

It’s hard to get appropriate perspective on our lives. History is better 

discerned the farther we are from it. And yet these are the days in which we 

live, no matter how strange. My oldest daughter majored in history at the 

University and she was surprised that the professors taught her that history 

has very little to do with the reality of what happened, it is simply one 

person’s point of view and has nothing to do with the truth of what actually 

happened. Subjectivisation and relativistic philosophical biases then lead us 

to a point of wondering if we really know anything at all. Those are just big 

words that tell us we have no objective point of view, no greater way to look 

at the world, than through broken human eyes and senses. And this makes 

sense if there is no God, no way to receive a higher understanding of life, no 

way of wisdom. But we do believe and trust God to give us the Creator’s 

point of view. It’s why we so highly value the Scriptures. It’s why you are 

taking time now to worship, to listen to God, to receive hope and truth, 

because it is truly available to you. 

 

Those of us who study history, who try to understand the culture and country 

within which we live believe our culture and country to be real, not merely 

constructs for debate. I remember hearing the title of a recent book called 

The Idea of Canada. I hope you and I know that Canada is more than an 

idea, and that our country exists whether we believe in it or love it or not. 

Canada’s existence and history in part encourage us next week to remember 

the war dead. We remember history so that we might not once again repeat 

mistakes that cost millions of lives, but also cherish some of our hard fought 

freedoms that we take for granted every day, that do not exist in every part 

of the world. 

 

History is the only way we can talk about the past, beyond the shortness of 

our own lives, as Moses in Psalm 90 reminds us. Most of us only have 

seventy or eighty years, or thereabouts, to live what God has given us as a 

gift. God turns out to be the best historian. He lives a life where a thousand 

years are but a day. (Psalm 90:4) So human civilization is only about a week 
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on God’s calendar. And we are about to turn the page on the third day after 

Jesus’ earthly ministry. If Jesus were born somewhere between 4 - 6 BC, not 

at 0, in spite of the monks doing their best to get the calendar reset to Him, 

then we would celebrate the 2000th Anniversary of Jesus’ beginning his 

earthly ministry in 2024 or 2026, which doesn’t sound very far away, when 

we consider 2021 is coming in nine and a half weeks. I won’t tell how many 

shopping days we have left before Christmas. And then some time between 

2027 and 2033, depending on what year you pin Jesus’ birth, would be the 

2000th Anniversary of Jesus’ Death and Resurrection. Now that is an 

Anniversary to look forward to, not denigrating our own 40th, but wow, this 

is quite an era to live through, not just because of the pandemic, but 

precisely because we are living exactly two thousand years since Jesus 

became incarnate, and was living in Israel, and would be celebrating the 

2000th Anniversary of his being in his twenties, making furniture or working 

on construction sites, just before he started his ministry at the age of thirty, 

just as Dr. Luke records in his gospel. (3:23) History revolves around Jesus. 

 

Jesus didn’t give an exact plan for church government, local, national, 

international or otherwise. He gave some principles for the Mission, and a 

few more details through his followers. The Western Church developed a 

system of leadership that had one male celibate priest as the person who 

presides over a congregation or parish. The latter term refers to an assembly 

that is the hub for a geographical district. The priests were gathered into a 

diocese (a bishop’s region, from the Greek dia- “through” and oikos 

“house”). The bishops’ were gathered into archdiocesan groupings in line 

with Archbishops and these were recognized in the nations of the day and by 

the head office of the Western Church in Rome. The clergy of Rome for the 

first millennium chose the Pope as the denominational president of the 

Western Church, more specifically the Roman Catholic, which self-

identified as the only Church. The clergy of Rome were replaced in the 

twelfth century with a college of Cardinals, an international group of bishops 

who would oversee the whole Roman Catholic Church when the pope died 

and also vote for the new pope. The pope is the bishop of Rome, chief pastor 

(“supreme pontiff”) of the worldwide Roman Catholic Church, and the head 

of state for the city-state Vatican City. While it is understood that many 

millions believe this is the one true church, many millions of others have 

long rebelled against the idea of one institutional church, controlled from 

Rome. Such division began early on, but culminated the Schism between the 

Eastern Orthodox Church, their patriarchs and the Roman Catholic Church, 
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formally split in 1054, only a day ago in God’s books, but nearly a thousand 

years for us. 

 

Lest I bore you too much with history, let me simply say the Reformation 

which we celebrate on the last Sunday of October, the Reformation of the 

1500s was not the first split in the institutional Church. May I say the true 

Church of Jesus Christ has never split, and never been located in any one 

Church movement or organization. Jesus established the Church through his 

dozen close disciples and apostles. But he basically allowed them to carry on 

with many human organizational things as they/we saw best. 

 

Today independent Bible churches and many other assemblies can take on a 

pope-like authority. I understand those systems whereby an individual takes 

on an enormous amount of power in the local setting or beyond. What the 

early Presbyterians sought to do was to limit the power of the individual, and 

place power in the hands of a small group. Thus we have a Session of ruling 

elders and a teacher elder who has say and some power, but no vote. It is the 

small circle of elders who decide the way forward. 

 

Many of us who are pastors are exceptionally happy to not be the pope or 

other highly exalted individual in the group. We simply seek to be servant 

leaders in the local setting, trusting Jesus, as Jesus trusted His Father. 

 

The Reformation cries were cries of rebellion against the church’s practice 

of the day.  Where Scripture was abandoned, we hear the cry of Scripture 

alone, always showing us back to the Bible for what God reveals and wants. 

Where good works were starting to be taught as more important than trusting 

God, we hear the cry of faith alone, meaning we can only have a relationship 

with God by trusting Jesus for salvation, not by working our way to heaven, 

or by being good enough. Where the church began to sell salvation through 

indulgences, the cry was grace alone, “it is by faith you have been saved, 

through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by 

works, so that one can boast,” (Ephesians 2:8-9), relationship with God is a 

gift to be received, not a work to be done. Wherever people teach that there 

is salvation in many paths or many ways, we hear the cry of Christ alone, 

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 

given to us by which we must saved,” (Acts 4:12). And wherever we think 

that we can live a Christian life or believe God on our own strength, we turn 

back to God, repent and say: To the Glory of God alone. These are faithful, 

biblical mottos to keep the Church of Jesus Christ on track. The Reformers 
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themselves and their followers also made grave errors and history is lined 

with church identified persons and leaders murdering other church people. It 

is sad. It is true. And the Church continues to divide in many ways. 

Nevertheless, we are called back to the Scriptures to help us understand what 

God wants in a church leader. Just because other church leaders have in 

history made grave errors, it does not mean that we must do the same. We 

trust God anew today, by His Holy Spirit to keep leading us. 

We are not perfect. We are not blameless. We do not deny history. 

 

We seek to honour Jesus with our words and deeds, with our congregation, 

in these times where we cannot all meet together and into the future, where 

we hope we will be able to reassemble. 

 

Paul wanted Titus, a close disciple of his “his true son in our common faith”, 

a church leader to appoint elders on the Island of Crete where Paul had won 

many converts to the Lord Jesus Christ. These elders were to be the new 

leaders for a generation to come. The word “blameless,” mentioned twice in 

the text was to speak of not being a glaring billboard against Jesus, but rather 

seeing the work of the Lord in all the areas of a person’s life that will be 

scrutinized as they take a leadership office: e.g. their marriage is working, 

their children are not “wild,” or wildly rebellious, i.e. they can manage their 

family at home, so they can manage the church family. Blameless means: as 

Eugene Peterson translates it well in the Message from Titus 1:7: 

“not pushy, not short-tempered, not a drunk, not a bully, not money-

hungry.” That was the vice list to avoid. And again, if someone used to be 

one of these, then to talk about how God has helped them recover from such. 

And then Paul goes to speak against an elder being a loner, selfish, foolish, 

unjust, sacrilegious, or lazy. But this time he puts the list in a positive light: 

hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined. 

 

The person must know the Gospel of Jesus Christ and have given themselves 

to the Lord for a few years. They must be able to discern the real Gospel 

from false substitutes and competitors. And what about the question that 

elders should only be men? Isn’t that what all the texts have said, Jonathan? 

Yes, they use the masculine words for the office. Yes, the office of elder up 

until the last sixty years or so have been only men. Much happened during 

the Second World War that led to women filling men’s jobs in the factories 

as men were at war. Women weren’t even allowed to vote, nor considered 

persons until this last century. In Canada, women weren’t allowed to vote 

until 1918, and in some provinces as late as 1940. Perhaps you know this. 
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You probably also know that there are churches that do not allow women to 

be in leadership, over other women and children, but not in mixed groups 

nor over men. They take the 1 Timothy 2 passage and apply it universally 

and state that Paul clearly says creation order forbids women in leadership. 

(1 Timothy 2:13-14) In fact, the Scripture goes farther than that, it tells 

women to remain quiet and fully submissive to the male leadership in 

church, nor are women to ever teach men. (1 Timothy 2:11-12) 

 

Let me just make a few comments on this difficult and divisive subject. Let 

me reinforce my commitment to Scripture as I do this, so that we might 

understand where I am going with these comments. In fact I will quote the 

NIV Life Application Study Bible in its footnotes on, so that you will know 

that I am not alone in holding this view: 

 

In previous letters Paul had discussed male/female roles in marriage (Eph. 

5:21-33 and Col. 3:18-19). Here he talks about male/female roles within the 

church. Some scholars see these verses about Adam and Eve as an 

illustration of what was happening in the Ephesian church (where Timothy 

served as pastor). Just as Eve had been deceived in the Garden of Eden, so 

the women in the church were being deceived by false teachers. And just as 

Adam was the first human created by God, so the men in the church in 

Ephesus should be the first to speak and teach, because they had more 

training. This view, then stresses that Paul’s teaching here is not universal 

but applies to churches with similar problems. Other scholars contend that 

the roles Paul points out are God’s design for his created order to maintain 

harmony in the family and in the church. 

 

We believe the former that the Ephesian example is one of containing a 

rebellion against leadership with newly found female freedoms. The 

teaching to come under authority and to quiet down is because the women of 

that church and day were rushing to the front and taking the microphone 

without consulting the leadership of the church. Let me read again from the 

study notes on 1 Timothy 2:12: 

 

Paul himself acknowledges that women publicly prayed and prophesied (1 

Cor. 11:5). Apparently, however, the women in the Ephesian church were 

abusing their newly acquired Christian freedom. Because these women were 

new converts, they did not yet have the necessary experience, knowledge or 

Christian maturity to teach those who already had extensive Scriptural 

education. 
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So we believe God calls women to ministry, to the eldership and to all kinds 

of leadership in the church. I know there are individuals who do not accept 

this teaching. The body of Christ is divided in the world on this point. Let 

me simply say that we trust God as we nominate and elect and ordain elders. 

We trust God through His Word to help us serve one another.  

 

Are you called to leadership in these days? Do you love the Lord and the 

Church? Do want to serve? Are you willing to learn and take the time 

needed not only for meetings but for caring for brothers and sisters in 

Christ? Has the Lord changed your life and can you tell others how good 

God has been to you? Perhaps the Lord is calling you into the church 

leadership of Grace Church in these days. Please be willing to hear the call. 

Please be willing to consider the call. Please be sensitive to others in putting 

their names forward for the call. November will be the time for members to 

nominate other members to serve as elder. Please take the directory and 

think about, pray about who you will mark down as those who can and 

should be leaders here, by their gifts and callings. 

 

Thank you for caring about Grace. We need your energy, your reflections, 

your gifts. We need you. We need the Lord and His Word, as we together 

add to the leadership of this local body of Christ. 

 

Let us pray. 

 
 


